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BEFORE THE WORKERS' COVPENSATI ON APPEALS BOARD
OF THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A

GEORGE SOOHOO,
APPLI CANT,

VS. CASE NO. ADJ11815610
STATE OF CALI FORNI A, DEPT
CORRS- | NST MEN, LEGALLY

UNI NSURED; STATE COVPENSATI ON
| NSURANCE FUND/ STATE CONTRACT
SERVI CES, ADJUSTI NG AGENCY,

DEFENDANTS.
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Deposi ti on of GEORGE SOOHOO, taken on
behal f of the Defendants, before Sabi ne M Becker,
Certified Shorthand Reporter 11347 for the State of
California, comencing on Friday, January 31, 2020,
10:23 a.m at Law Ofices of Philip Cohen, 1550 Hot el

Crcle North, Suite 170, San Di ego, California.
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Friday, January 31, 2020, 10:23 a.m
San Diego, California

ooQoo

GEORCE SOOHOQ,

was called as a witness by and on behalf of the

Def endants, and having been first duly sworn by the

Certified Shorthand Reporter, was exam ned and testified

as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON

BY MR TAYLOR

Q Good norning. M nane is Stephen Taylor. |'m

an attorney in the | egal departnent of State

Conpensati on I nsurance Fund who is handling sone

wor kers' conpensation clainms on behalf of the California

Departnment of Corrections. Those clains have been filed

by you as a dentist, supervising dentist enployee by the

Departnent of Corrections. W're here today to take

your deposition as part of the investigation and

di scovery process in the workers' conpensation clai ns.

| have al ready di scussed the fact with your

attorney of how conpl ex and detail ed your case is

www.aptusCR.com
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because of all the different clains you have nade and
the history of the incident related to the EECC

I nvestigation, and that it's probably inpossible for us
to do your deposition in one session so we're going to
go until about 12:30 today. W should have started at
10: 00, but we didn't get started on time. But we wl]l
finish up your deposition hopefully within a nonth or

si x weeks of today.

A Ckay.

Q Have you ever testified in a deposition before?
A Yes.

Q How many tinmes have you been in a deposition
bef or e?

A Maybe once.

Q How | ong ago was that?

A Ten, fifteen years.

Q Was that in connection with sone kind of |ega

proceeding? Was it a workers' conpensation clain? Ws
there sone kind of investigation wth the Departnent of
Corrections? Wat was it in connection wth?

A It was when | was on the enforcenent committee

of the Departnment of Consumer Affairs.

Q So can you give ne about the year that happened?
A Bet ween 2000 and 2005 naybe.
Q And you were -- you gave a deposition in that
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matter?
A. | don't recollect.
Q Could it be that you testified in a hearing and

not necessarily a deposition where you were sworn under
oath to testify in a hearing?

A | don't renenber.

Q Well, | don't want to go into extensive detail,
but I'"mjust trying to get your testifying experience
bef ore today.

Was there some kind of hearing before the
Department of Consunmer Affairs where you were a W tness?
A No.

Q kay. \Where you gave a deposition in a |lawer's

office |like we're doing here today?

A | don't renenber.

Q Have you ever testified in court before?

A No.

Q So is this the first tinme that you can recal

ever giving a deposition where you were being sworn to
tell the truth under penalty of perjury just as if you

were testifying in court?

A Yes.
Q | know that you nmet with M. Cohen in his office
today. |'massum ng that you guys discussed the

deposition and how it takes place and the fact that you

Page 7
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o >» 0 >» 0 >» O >» 0 >0 >» 0 >0 >0 >0 >0 >0 P

ng testinony under penalty of perjury?
Yes.

Are you on any nedications right now?
Yes.

What do you take?

HCTZ.

What is that?

Hydr ochl or ot hi azi de for bl ood pressure.
Ckay.

Al odi pi ne.

Spel | that, please?
A-ml-o0-d-i-p-i-n-e.

What is that for?

Bl ood pressure.

Ckay.

Fenof i br at e.

Spel |l that, please?
F-e-n-o-f-i-b-r-a-t-e.

What is that for?

Part of controlling the lipids. |'mnot sure.
Anyt hi ng el se?

Metform n for diabetes.

Spel |l that, please?

Me-t-f-o-r-mi-n.

s that for diabetes?

Page 8
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gave ne

anxi ety

nane of

o > O >» O >

affect your ability to think and renmenber and give your

best tes

Yes.

Anyt hing el se?

Lovastati n.

Spel |l that, please?

L-o-v-a-s-t-a-t-i-n.

What is that for?

It's a statin nedication

For what ?

For controlling chol esterol.

Anyt hi ng el se?

| have a -- | don't renenber. The psychiatrist
one for depression and one is for sleep, anti
medi cat i on.

| s that xanax?

No.

The depression nedication, do you renenber the
t hat ?

No.

Anyt hi ng el se?

| take a | ot of supplenents.

" mjust tal king about nedicati ons.

No.

Any of these nedications do you believe wll

ti nony today?

Page 9
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A | don't know.

Q kay. We need to have your best and nost
conpl ete testinony today. That's why we're here.
Because after this deposition is over with, your
testinony, which will be nostly ny questions and your
answers, may be commented on or objected by your
attorney.

It will be transcribed into a booklet form And
in the near future we're going to give you the right to
review that booklet formlater on when the transcript is
done in maybe another nonth or so. You wll have a
right to read the transcript, and if you think it's
necessary or appropriate you will be able to change your
answers to nmake it sonething nore correct or add to your
answers if you think you need to, if you believe it's
necessary or that you need to do that?

But | nust caution you that if you do change
your answers later on fromwhat you say here today where
|"mnot there to question you on the changes, then | or
soneone el se can conment on that to anybody who is using
this deposition in the future |like the judge in your
case, or the doctors, or anybody el se eval uati ng your
case by reading your deposition, the fact that you
changed your answers from what you said here today. And

"1l be able to question you about the changes.
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So it's inportant that you give ne your best and
nost conpl ete testinony today so you don't have to
change your answers. Any tinme before we | eave today if
|'mstill here, if the reporter is still here, you
remenber sonething that you said or sonmething that you
forgot and you want to add to it or change your answers
before we | eave, you can do that. The problemis
changi ng your answers |ater on when you read the
deposition transcript.

Do you under st and?

A Yes.
Q In order to give nme your best and nost conplete
testinony today, try to renenber a few general rules.

Nunmber one is don't answer a question you don't

understand. |If you don't understand ny questions you
can ask nme to restate or rephrase themfor you. |If you
still don't understand them you can have a di scussion

with your attorney and he can help you with it. But you
can't go out and talk to your attorney when |'ve asked
you a question to ask himhow to answer the question.

Do you understand that?
A Yes.
Q You have to speak out |oud so the court reporter
can take down what you are sayi ng.

And the second rule is, don't ever give ne a

Page 11
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pure guess as an answer. Because of the nature of your
claimand your work history, we nmay ask questions that
have to do with dates that sonethi ng happened, nunbers
or times that sonething happened, or other things that
will require you to use your nmenory. W want to have
your best approximation or estimate if you have one, but
we don't want a pure guess.
Do you understand the difference between an

estimate and a pure guess?

A Yes.
Q Ckay. A pure guess is just giving an answer
when you don't really know at all. You are just

guessing. W don't want that.

But an estimate is doing your best to recall
something. And if you think sonething took a certain
anount of tinme, just tell us that it's an estimte or an
approxi mation. Just let us know. Because if you don't
say, |'mestimating or |'m approxi mati ng, then the

record wll show that your answer is a conplete precise

answer .
Do you under st and?

A Yes.

Q Al ways answer out |oud and | oud enough so our

reporter can take down everything you are saying. She

can't take down shaking of the head or nods of the head

Page 12
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or uh-huh or huh-uh. She can't take down gestures with
your hand.

I f you do have to use gestures with your hands
for sone reason, then just say so and I will describe
what you are doing with your hands as best as | can on
the record so our court reporter can take it down.

O her than that, you have to give an answer |oud and out
| oud and speak orally so our court reporter can take
down everything you are saying.

Do you under st and?

A Yes.
Q Always |let nme finish ny questions conpletely
bef ore you begin your answer. |f we're both talking at

the same tinme interrupting each other, our court
reporter will have a very difficult time taking us both
dowmn. And | will try to extend the sane courtesy for
you.

Fromtinme to tinme your attorney may object to ny
gquestion. It's very standard or routine. Allow himto
make his objection and then give nme an answer.

Sonetinmes your attorney mght instruct you not
to answer a question if he thinks for some reason ny
guestion is not right or correct or proper. That
happens every once in a while. Not a lot. But if he

does do that, you are, of course, entitled to follow his

Page 13
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advi ce because he's your attorney.

But | have to give you a warning ahead of tine
that if | think he's wong and there's nothi ng wong
wth nmy question and you should answer it, then I'm
going to ask you if you are going to take his advice.
And if you do, then I have a chance to go down to the
court and ask for a court order that you answer the
question. |If the court agrees with me and we have to
come back and do it all over again, there m ght be sone
fines to pay or things |ike that.

Do you under st and?

A Yes.

Q You can take a break for any reason if you need
a break. If you'd like to go to the bathroom or to get
a drink of water, make a phone call or just take a break
and rest yourself for a while, just let us know But
you cannot take a break and go out and have your
attorney tell you how to answer a question.

Do you understand that?

A Ckay.
Q Please try to speak up, sir. Qur reporter is
having a hard tinme taking you down today.

Now, we're going to talk, obviously, about your
job with the Departnment of Corrections, we're going to

tal k about your health history, we're going to talk

Page 14
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about your psych history because you have a psych claim
W'l |l tal k about your nedical treatnment, your doctors

that have treated you, and your health plan and all

that. Okay?
A. Yes.
Q First of all, these nedications that you |isted,

|'ve listed at last six or seven different kinds. And
you said you don't think that they are going to affect
your ability to testify or you don't know if they are.
| s that correct?
A Yes.
Q The idea, though, is that we don't want to waste
our tinme here today only to have you in the future say,
he can't hold ne to those answers because | was on
medi cati ons.

Do you under st and?
A Yes.
Q So would it be your intention in the future to
ever do that, to say after this deposition that you
can't hold ne to ny answers because | didn't know what |
was sayi ng because | was on nedications? Do you

under st and?

A. Can you repeat your question?
Q | said, are you going to claimin the future
that | can't hold -- nobody can hold you to the answers

Page 15
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you gave in this deposition because you were taking
medi cations today while we're in your deposition? |If
you are going to claimthat, we're kind of wasting our
time right now.

Do you under st and?
A Yes.
Q Do you believe that you will ever claimthat
t hese nedications will cause you to not be able to give

proper testinony?

A No.
Q Ckay.
A Just to let you know, | have a tough tine

heari ng because |I'm not wearing ny hearing aids because

| have verti go.

Q Ckay. You're not wearing your hearing aids
t oday?

A | have it, but | didn't wear it.

Q Vll, if you can't hear ne when |'m asking

guestions or your attorney is commenting, just say so

and 1'Il try to speak up.
A Ckay.
Q Coul d you tell nme which doctors you have that

are prescribing these nedicati ons?
A Dr. Al exander Berdy.

Q |s that a prinmary treating doctor?

Page 16
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Q
job with

o » O >» O > O P

one of t

O >0 PO PO P>0O0P>F 0P
9

Yes.

I s that through your health plan through your
Departnent of Corrections?

Wth ny wife's.

Your wife's health plan?

Yes.

VWhat is your wife's nanme and age, please?

Teodori ka.

Spell that, please?

T-e-o0-d-o-r-i-k-a.

How | ong have you been married to her? This is
hose esti nmat es.

Twel ve years estimate.

Does your wife go by the | ast nane Soohoo as

Yes.

Does she work for the Departnent of Corrections?
No.

Does she work for state of California?

No.

| s she enployed in the private sector sonewhere?
Yes.

What does she do?

She's a nedi cal assistant.

What is her health plan that you are treating

Page 17
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under ?
A Kai ser .
Q Do you have your Kaiser card with you?
A Yes.
Q Can you please pull it out so | can get sone
nunbers fromyou? Phil, he's showwng nme his card. Let
the record show that -- is it Dr. Soohoo?
A Yes.
Q Let the record reflect that Dr. Soohoo has

handed nme his Kaiser card with the nanme George M

Soohoo. What does the M stand for?

A Mane, M a-n-e.

Q Wth a date of birth -- what is your specific
date of birth?

A Novermber 28, 1953.

Q And prefix nedical record nunber is

000008075404. So this prefix nedical record nunber, is
that basically your patient ID with Kaiser?

A From ny understanding it's nmy nedical record
menber shi p nunber.

Q Ckay. How | ong have you been treating under
Kaiser? It's an HMO. How | ong have you been treating
under your wife's health plan?

A Approximately fifteen, twenty years.

Q So if we wanted to get your ongoing treatnent,

Page 18
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medi cal record treatnment for the last fifteen to twenty
years it would be through Kaiser?
A Yes.
Q |"mnot sure if we've sent you nedi cal
aut hori zation rel ease forns yet to allow us to get your
medi cal records. But if we sent that to you and through
your attorney, would you agree to sign that nedical
rel ease as part of our discovery?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. I'mreturning this card to you.

By the way, can you give nme your social security
nunber ?
A 562- 78- 4407.
Q Ckay. Can you show ne your California driver's
| i cense nunber, please? Thank you.

Let the record show that Dr. Soohoo has handed
me a California driver's |icense nunber card with the --

MR COHEN:. | don't want to put the driver's
i cense nunber on the record. Can we go off the record
for that?

MR TAYLOR Ckay. We'll go off the record.

(Di scussion held off the record.)

BY MR TAYLOR
Q | asked Dr. Soohoo if his license was still

current and effective. He said yes. |Is that correct?

Page 19
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A Yes.
Q | asked if there is any restrictions?
A No.
Q And he said no except glasses. |Is that correct?
A Yes.
Q And | asked if it has ever been suspended or
revoked for any reason, and you said no. |I|s that
correct?
A Yes.
Q It shows here that you are a veteran. Wre you

inthe mlitary?

A Yes.

Q What branch of the mlitary were you in?

A Ar ny.

Q What years were you in the arny?

A Approxi mately 1994 to 2013.

Q It's ny understanding that you have been wor ki ng

with the California Departnent of Corrections during
those years. Are you telling nme that you were in the

arny reserves?

A Yes.

Q Wiy did you decide to join the arny reserves?
A To serve.

Q What was your last classification or job title

or job duty in the reserves?

Page 20
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A As a dentist 63 Al pha.

Q What does that nean?

A That's the M o-n.

Q What does that nean?

A Kind of |ike your code for your job position.
Q What did the reserves require you to do as far

as wth that classification being in the reserves? Gve
me the description of what that actually neant for you
as far as taking tinme off of work and having to go be
depl oyed sonewhere. Describe that.
A Nunber one is | wanted the opportunity to
travel, nunber two is the opportunity to serve, nunber
three was humani tarian issues.
Q Those m ght have been your notivations for being
in the reserves, and that's fine and good. But |I'mjust
aski ng you what your actual service required. D d this
require you to go in --

MR. COHEN. Do you want to know his duties?

MR. TAYLOR Yes.

THE WTNESS: It varied because on the unit | was

assigned to at the tine, | initially was assigned to a
field unit. [It's a nedical conpany.

Q Where was it stationed?

A It was a medi cal detachnent at that tine. It

was in Los Alamtos, California.
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Q So what did your duties require of you as part
of that nedical detachnent?

A Drills, we would prepare ourselves for going out
and set up our field units with nmedical units to serve
in case of any kind of war. W would be the backup
services to provide for the sol diers.

Q How often woul d you have to do that? In other
wor ds, |eave your civilian life and your job and | eave
honme and go and serve in the reserves?

A Every weekend. Once a nonth and two weeks out
of the year we would go out and do assignnents or we
woul d get assignnents. Every weekend we cone in on
weekends drills, we prepare ourselves to be a soldier.
Did you go to a certain place for these drills?
Yes, Los Al amtos.

So all your service was always at Los Alamtos?
No.

Where else was it?

> O »>» O >» O

| went to Fort Lewis in Tacoma, WAshi ngton.

Then I went to war col |l ege and becane a brigade

comander .

Q Were was the war col |l ege?

A Carlisle, Pennsylvania. | really got into
history and | | ove war strategy.

Q Ckay.
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A So I went to managerial staff school and
advanced war col |l ege because at that tinme | wanted to
nove up.

Q So each time you went to these coll eges, how

| ong did you spend there?

A. War college is two years.
Q So you actually noved to Pennsyl vani a?
A No, we would go every year, two to three weeks

at Carlisle, then the rest was on the conputer.

Q So what year was this that you went every year
for two to three weeks a year to Carlisle, Pennsylvania?
A | graduated in 2008 so it was maybe 2006 to
2008, approxi mately.

Q Are you still in the reserves?

A No, | retired.

Q Wien did you retire fromthe reserves?

A 2013.

Q Any specific reason why you retired fromthe
reserves?

A | had to take care of ny ninety-nine-year-old
not her .

Q I s your nother still alive?

A She passed away.

Q Sorry to hear that. Wen did she pass away?
A 2016.
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Q So you retired in 2013 to take care of your
not her ?
A Yes.
Q Did you ever consider going back in the reserves

or you are done with that?
A |"m done with that.
Q Did you have a different health care provider

that you used when you were with the arnmy reserves?

A We can only use the VA where we had actual
orders.
Q So when you were actually depl oyed on sone ki nd

of orders like Los Alamtos or at war coll eges doing

sone kind of active service you used the VA?

A O the mlitary health care facility.
Q That woul d be through the VA?
A No. Like when |I got deployed | was at Fort

Ril ey, Kansas so | went to a nedical clinic there.

Q What for?

A | woul d have sone back and knee issues.

Q What year was that that you had back and knee

I ssues where you went to Fort Riley, Kansas mlitary

medi cal ?

A | do not renenber.

Q Can you give nme an approximation? Was it in the
2000s?
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A Maybe 1998.
Q Was there any kind of specific condition or

specific incident or sonething specific that happened

t hat gave you these back and knee issues where you went
to get nedical help through the mlitary in Fort R ley,
Kansas?

A Sonetines it's training, sonetines we have to
prepare ourselves for our exercises, our run. W have
to qualify every six nonths. Things |like that.

Q How do you qualify? Wat do you have to do to
qualify? Do you go to a location and do specific

obst acl e courses or exercise?

A Yes, we have to do a two-mle run, sw mm ng,
push-ups in a certain amount of time, and sit-ups.

Q Where were these qualifications that you had to
do? Was it in Los Alamtos?

A Wher ever you were.

Q Did you ever have any specific significant

I njuries other than your back and knees when you were
serving through the arny reserves at any |ocation of any
kind? By significant | nmean sonething nore than just

st ubbi ng your toe or a paper cut or a small bruise or
sonething |ike that.

A In 1996 an expl osive kind of blew up in front of

me. | had sone hearing issues.
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Q Was that a grenade?
A " mnot sure because | was at Fort Sam Houston
In Texas. It was an exercise drill, night training
navi gation exercise. |It's pitch bl ack.
Q The ordi nance that went off, do you renenber
about how cl ose up you were to that?
A Pretty cl ose.
Q Is that two feet or is that ten feet?
A |"mnot sure. | do not know.
Q Did it knock you unconsci ous?
A No.
Q Did you have any cuts or bruises or any kind of
wounds ot her than the fact that it went off and it was a
| oud bang?
A No.
Q So you didn't have any cuts or bruises or broken
A No.
Q Were you dressed in uniformat the tinme and
wearing a hel net?
A Yes.
Q Was anybody el se involved in getting that
or di nance going off?
A W were a night navigation with a group
Q Ckay. Did you have to go to a nedical facility
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after that happened to check you out?

A No.

Q I s that when your hearing issues started with
that incident with the ordi nance going off near you?

A No.

Q When did your hearing issues start?
A " m not sure.
Q But you say it started before that 1996

expl osion incident with the training exercise at Fort

Sam Houst on?

A " m not sure.

Q kay. Do you have a VA card?

A Yes.

Q Can you show it to ne, please? Show it to your

attorney first.

Let the record show Dr. Soohoo has handed ne a
VA card with the nmenber |ID nunber 1173353070. And the
plan IDwith two nunbers init. (80840). And that's in
parenthesis. But also plan I D nunber 7346243588.

Have you been treating through the VA for
anything in the last ten years?
A Yes.
Q Were do you treat through the VA? Wat
facility did you go to?
A. VA in Long Beach.
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Q

A
Q

A

Q
A

> O » O > O

Karti k.

O > O >» O

t he VA?

facility at Long Beach?

Long Beach?

psychol ogi st there.

i n Santa Ana.

For how | ong have you been treating at the VA

Approxi mately three, four years.

What have you been treating through the VA at

|'ve been seeing a psychiatrist and a

Anyt hi ng el se?

| also have a primary care, Dr. Shah, which is

Dr. Shah, is that a man or woman?
Man.

Spell that nane, please?

S- h-a-h.

Do you know Dr. Shah's first nane?

| think it mght be on ny phone. K-a-r-t-i-Kk,

And his offices are in Santa Ana?

It's aclinic in Santa Ana.

Do you know the nanme of the clinic?

Al | have is a phone nunber. (562) 826-8000.
And the treatnment by Dr. Shah has been through

Yes.

What are the names of the treating psychol ogi st
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or psychiatrist?

A. Shawn Chung is the psychiatrist.

Q Ckay.

A C h-u-n-g. First nane is Shawn, S-h-a-wn?
Q Ckay. And who is the psychol ogi st?

A | don't renenber his nane.

Q How | ong have you been under Dr. Chung's
treatnment as a psychiatrist?

A A coupl e of years.

Q And that's the VA, in Long Beach?

A Yes.

Q I f we send you nedical release forns for the VA

Long Beach as well as Dr. Shah, would you have any

probl ens signing thenf

A | already signed them

Q kay. Well, we'll look into that. A lot of
tinmes there's confusion and it's an ongoing thing al

the tinme whether these things have been signed or not
and whether we can use them Sonetinmes the VA and ot her
pl ans just give us a hard tinme saying these are

I nproperly signed. But if for sone reason we need you

to sign themagain, is that okay?

A Yes.
Q Ckay. Thank you. [|'mgoing to hand you your VA
card back.
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Berdy that is treating you through your wfe's

heal t hcare plan at Kaiser; is that correct?

> O » O >» O >

Q

with what he first started treating you for when you
first started to go see hin? Wen did you first go see

Dr. Berdy?

A

living at that tinme, so | got assigned to Dr. Berdy.

O >» O > O

to that
A

was anot her one.

Q

You al so nentioned that there is a Dr. Al exander

Yes.

What kind of doctor is Dr. Berdy?

An internist.

How | ong have you been treating with Dr. Berdy?
Four to five years.

What is Dr. Berdy treating you for?

Lately or the nedications he's giving ne?

Wll, we have to start sonewhere. Just start

| noved so | went to Dr. Berdy where | was

Were did you nmake the nove to?

| noved from Buena Park to Corona Del Mar.

And what year was that?

2005.

And Dr. Berdy was a Kai ser doctor that was cl ose
| ocation, that's why you started to see hin?

| saw sone other doctor before him Dr. Tracy

s that a man or a wonan?
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A

Q
A.

Q

A

too far.
Q

t hen he
A

Q

A

Q
20057?

o » O >» O >» O P

_,.,

o

=
V)

>

as Dr. Berdy?

wor ks and then he noved down to San Juan and t hat was

A man.
Are you | ooking up his first nane?
Yes. Jeff Tracy.

But it was at the sane Kaiser nedical facility

He used to be in Mssion Viejo where ny wife

So you treated for a while with Dr. Tracy but
noved to San Juan?

Yes.

And you were closer to where Dr. Berdy was?
Yes.

And that's when you noved to Corona Del Mar in

Yes.

And it was all through Kaiser?

Yes.

What kind of doctor is Dr. Tracy?
Fam |y practice.

And Dr. Berdy is an internist?

From ny understanding. |'mnot sure.

So what have you been treating through Dr. Berdy

Di abet es, hypertension, hyperlipema. He was
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referring me to physical therapy for ny back.

Q Ckay.

A And he also referred ne to a specialist because
| had ki dney cancer.

Q Ckay.

A And al so now | have been di agnosed with a | ung

nodul e which is possible cancer so I'mgoing to have to

go back in for the second CT scan.

Q What kind of diabetes do you have?

A Type two.

Q When did you first get diagnosed with type two
di abet es?

A | had predi abetes maybe 1998 or sonething |ike
that. | just don't renenber.

Q Well, who was -- was Dr. Tracy and Dr. Berdy

treating you for your diabetes?

A Yes.

Q And you said you had been di agnosed with ki dney
cancer?

A Yes, | went to a specialist.

Q Was he a nephrol ogi st or oncol ogi st?

A He was a urol ogi st.

Q Who was your urol ogist?

A Dr. Wesley Choi through Kaiser.

Q What year was that that you were diagnosed with
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ki dney cancer?

A 2018.

Q What is the status of your kidney cancer at this
poi nt ?

A | won't know yet because | just had ny whol e

ki dney renoved and | was di agnosed wi th adenocarci nona.
Q When was your kidney renoved? Was it your |eft
or your right?

A Ri ght.

Q When was it renoved?

A Approxi mately June of |ast year.
Q o 20197

A Yes.

Q What hospital was it renoved at?
A

Did I tell you the diagnosis was in 2018 as

Q. kay. \What hospital was it renoved at?

A Sand Canyon right off of the 405. Kai ser.
Q What city was that in?

A | think it's Irvine. |'mnot sure.

Q Ckay. But they diagnosed you with
adenocar ci noma?

A Yes. They renoved it and then they did the
bi opsy so it was confirnmed. It was a |arge cancer

growm h. They could not do a partial because it was just
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t oo big.
Q
anywher e
A

go back
Q

ki dney r
A

Q

A

Q

Dr. Choi
rel ease
A
vet er ans
Q
Chung

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

Was there any news about whether it netastasized
to any other parts of your body?

That's why in the next sixty days I'll probably
in for another CT scan.

Who is the doctor that treated you for the
enmoval ?

Dr. Choi.

So Dr. Choi is doing the whole thing?

Yes.

And these other doctors; Dr. Tracy, Dr. Berdy,

, 1f for some reason we need additional nedical
fornms, do you have any problens signing those?
No. The psychol ogi st that you wanted is not

Wi ch psychol ogi st was that? You said Dr.

He's a psychiatrist.

Ri ght.

| was seeing a psychol ogi st too.
Who is the psychol ogi st?

Laur ence Wbodbur n.

He's not through Kaiser?

No.

Are you still seeing Dr. Wodburn?
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A

> O >» O >» O > O

sessi ons.

sessi on,

Yes, maybe once every six nonths.
Where is Dr. Wodburn's offices?

Carl sbad, California.

Did your attorney send you to see Dr. Wodburn?

| | ooked it up under the workers' conp.
So the MPN?

What ever that is.

The networ k?

Yes. He said that was approved for six

And the one lady at the tinme after nmy first

she went with ne and said the second one she

cancel ed because she was getting ready to retire that

sane day.

o >» O > O

Deboski

o >» O >» O »

Was that Dr. Deboski ?

Yes.

So as far as you know Dr. Deboski is retired?

Yes, that's why | had to find another.
So Dr. Whodburn just took over where Dr.
had been seei ng you before?

Yes.

Dr. Shah, where is his office?

Sant a Ana. It'"s a VA nedical clinic.

Ckay. You also said you have a | ung nodul e?

Yes.

When was that found or detected?

www.aptusCR.com

Page 35



© 00 N oo 0o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R P R R R R R R R R
g DN W N P O © © N O O M W N B O

Volume | Soohoo vs.

George Soohoo State of California
A Maybe two nont hs ago, approxi nately.
Q How di d that discovery cone about? Wre you

havi ng synptons or you just had a routine x-ray of your

chest ?

A CT scan.

Q What was the CT scan for?

A There was sonething that Dr. Choi ordered after

t he surgery renoving the kidney.
Q So you had an abdom nal CT scan and they saw a

| ung nodul e?

A And he al so ordered a chest CT scan.

Q About when was that?

A About a nonth and a hal f.

Q Did you -- have you ever snoked?

A No. Ch, when | was a kid.

Q Ckay. Wen was the last tinme you snoked?

A | don't renmenber.

Q Vell, if you were born in 1953 you're probably
sixty-five or close to sixty-six now?

A Yes.

Q Let's say fromyour twenties all the way up to

today, did you ever snoke in your twenties all the way
up to today?
A No.

Q The nodul e, has there been any biopsies on that
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or anything to see what it is?

A. "' m schedul ed to see an oncol ogi st in tw weeks.
Q Who is your oncol ogist?

A | have not seen himyet.

Q You don't know who it is?

A They gave ne a nane. | don't renmenber. They
gave ne a nane. | just haven't net himyet.

Q Ckay. But that's going to be in another couple
of weeks?

A Yes.

Q But that's through Kaiser?

A Yes.

Q Have you ever -- since your work with the

Departnent of Corrections have you ever used the state
of California Departnment of Corrections health plan?

A | was on Blue Cross Blue Shield wth the
departnent in 1994. It was not an HMO It was an
indermmity plan. M first diagnosis of ny sleep apnea at
that tine was then because they sent ne to O ange,

California to take a sleep test.

Q Do you have your Blue Cross card?
A. No, | don't have that anynore.
Q If we were to send you a nedical release form

t hrough the Blue Cross health plan in the state of

California, do you have any probl ens signing that?
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A No.
Q But you were diagnosed with sleep apnea in 19947
A Yes.
Q So when | was asking you about all those

medi cations that you said you are on today, you said Dr.
Berdy is one of the prescribing doctors.

s there any other prescribing doctors? You
listed |ike seven nedications. Wo el se besides Dr.
Berdy is prescribing those for you?

A Dr. Chung is the two nedi cations for the psych.
Q So Dr. Berdy and Dr. Chung are these doctors

that are prescribing all the nedications you listed for

me today?

A Yes.

Q What is your current height and wei ght?
A 5-3, 185.

Q And how | ong have you been in that weight

category goi ng back in tine?

A Last two or three years. O four.

Q | know that oftentinmes very commonly sl eep apnea
goes along with being overweight. So in 1994 you were
being treated for sleep apnea. How nuch were you

wei ghi ng back t hen?

A Probably 150, 160.

Q So you've gained thirty or forty pounds since
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19947
A Yes.
Q Are you still -- do you still have sl eep apnea?
A Yes.
Q Are you doing anything specific for it? Do you

have a special bed franme or do you wear a c-pap machi ne?
A | have a bi-pap machi ne.

Q It's different than a c-pap?

A Yes.

Q And who prescribed that for you?

A Initially it was at the sleep center in O ange,
California. Then when | went to Kaiser | gave thema
copy of the sleep test. Kaiser didn't do a sleep test
because there was one al ready done and they just

conti nued on.

Q So the sleep test in Orange, do you renenber the

nane of the sleep center?

A. It was at a hospital.

Q But you did that through Kaiser?

A No.

Q Thr ough the VA?

A. No, it was through Bl ue Cross.

Q Ckay.

A | spent the night there. It was recommended. |
had a devi ated septum and had surgery. | did a |ot of
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research. And even that, that didn't cure it. | didn't
feel right. | got a second opinion and | just didn't
feel like it was going to resolve ny issue.

Q But since 1994 has your sleep apnea situation
basically stayed the sane?

A Yes.

Q But you have been using the bi-pap since 19947
A Yes.

Q What is the difference froma bi-pap than a
C- pap?

A | don't know. Except -- | just don't know.

Q Do you use it every night?

A Yes.

Q Can you give ne your present resident address,
pl ease?

A 3682 Herman Avenue, San Diego, California,
92104.

Q What nei ghborhood is that in?

A North Park.

Q Is it a house or apartnent?

A A house.

Q How | ong have you |ived there?

A |'"ve lived there on and off.

Q For how | ong?

A Ten years.
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Q When you say that, does that nean it's an
| nvest nent property and sonetines you live there and

someti nes not ?

A No because ny brother -- it's ny brother's
house.

Q So he owns it?

A Yes.

Q kay.

A l"'min the mdst of renodeling ny house so |

can't live init.

But you live there with your w fe?
Yes.

Sois it just you and your w fe?

Yes.

o >» O > O

Where is the house that you are having
r enodel ed?

2506 Li ght house Lane in O ange.
How | ong have you owned that house?

Si nce 2005.

And you live there with your wfe?
Yes.

Do you guys have any ki ds together?
No.

o >» O >» O » O »

Do you have any kids at all from any past

marri ages or anythi ng?
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A.
Q

BY MR TAYLOR

Q s this your first marriage?

A No.

Q How many ti nes have you been married?

A This is ny second.

Q Do you have any contact with your ex-w fe?
A No.

Q Coul d you tell nme what year you were divorced
I n?

A Approxi mately 1988.

Q What was your ex-wife's nanme?

A Adri enne.

Q When was the last tine you spoke or saw
Adri enne?

A Fifteen years ago.

Q Did Adrienne work for the Departnent of
Corrections in the state of California?

A No.

BY MR TAYLOR

No.

How | ong have you and your w fe been married?
MR COHEN: | think he said twelve years.

THE W TNESS: Approxi mately.

MR, TAYLOR Let's stop for a second.

(Recess taken.)
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Q Dr. Soohoo, how | ong have you owned the house on

Li ght house Lane in Orange?

A Si nce 2005.

Q Where did you live before you noved to that
house?

A Buena Par k.

Q Wiy did you | eave Buena Park to nove to Orange?
A | was working for the Departnent of Juvenile
Justice. That was in Norwal k which is very close to
Buena Par k.

Q So Departnent of Juvenile Justice, was that with
the county or was that with the state?

A The state.

Q How | ong did you work with the Departnent of
Juveni |l e Justice?

A Thirteen years.

Q G ve ne the starting and endi ng date when you
were with Departnent of Juvenile Justice?

A 1998, approximately, to 2000 maybe.

Q What was your job duty or classification with

t he Departnment of Juvenile Justice?

A. Chi ef dentist. They downgraded the position
t hroughout the state.

BY MR COHEN:

Q Just answer his question. He didn't ask you
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about downgradi ng. He just said, what was your
position. Was that your position, chief dentist?
A Yes.

Q Then you answered his question.

BY MR TAYLOR

Q When you said they downgraded the position
t hroughout the state, what did you nean by that?
A Throughout the state they reorgani zed or

restructured.

Q Did they elimnate the chief dentist job?
A No.
Q So what does downgrading nean in terns of your

position and your job and how it affected you?

A It changed the job description from basic

adm ni strative to clinical.

Q Meani ng whereas before you were nore

adm ni strative doing office work and nmanagi ng enpl oyees
back to clinical where you are doi ng actual hands-on

dental work?

A Yes.

Q And that was in 2005 they changed that?

A | don't renmenber.

Q Did you prefer to stay in the admnistrative
posi tion?

A | prefer both.
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Q kay. Once they downgraded that job though, is
that when you left the Departnent of Juvenile Justice?
A No.

Q WAs the Departnent of Juvenile Justice an agency

or division of the Departnent of Corrections?

A Yes.
Q So when you were with the Departnent of Juvenile
Justice you were still enployed by the Departnent of

Corrections as far as you knew?

A | think so.

Q Because it's ny understanding that you first
went to work for the Departnment of Corrections in 1994;
IS that correct?

A Yes.

Q Wiy did you end up going through the division of
t he Departnent of Juvenile Justice in 19987

| was in headquarters.

Were was headquarters?

I n Sacranent o.

Was that in the Department of Corrections?

Yes.

O » O >» O >

What does that have to do with you going into
t he Departnent of Juvenile Justice?
A Because as they were growi ng they needed

representation at headquarters to facilitate other
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institutes for dental care.

MR. TAYLOR Hold on a second. Let's go off the
record.

MR. COHEN: Yes. Let's take a break, please.

(Recess taken.)

BY MR TAYLOR
Q So in 1998 you were already working in
Sacranmento for the Departnent of Corrections in
adm ni strative capacity?
A Yes. | opened the institution at |ronwood for
corrections and they liked the way | opened it. So the
chi ef medical adm nistrator wanted ne because she was
going to Departnent of Juvenile Justice and they had a
| ot of problens with Departnment of Juvenile Justice.
Q So who was the person that |iked the way you

opened up?

A Dr. Gwaendol yn Dennar d.
Q What was her job title? Wo did she work for?
A At that tinme Departnent of Corrections and then

she noved to Departnent of Juvenile Justice.

Q So she liked your reputation as to what you did
opening up the Ironwod State Prison dental program and
so she asked you to cone over with her to Departnent of
Juvenile Justice?

A Yes. The person that noved into the
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headquarters in Sacranento was Dr. Covi ngton who was the

chief nmedical officer in the Departnent of Corrections.

Q That's who you worked for?

A | did, yes, and then he passed away.

Q Ckay.

A And so did Dr. Dennard.

Q So Dr. Dennard is deceased?

A Yes.

Q So who is the other doctor?

A Dr. Covi ngt on.

Q And he was -- what was his position with the
Departnment of Corrections?

A He was the chief medical director in Sacranento.
Q For the Departnent of Corrections?

A Yes.

Q And you wor ked under hi mwhen you opened up the

| ronwood dental progranf?

A. No, he's the one that approved ne to Sacranento.
Q So in 1994 is when you first started working
wth the Departnent of Corrections?

A Yes.

Q What did you do before Departnent of Corrections
when you went there in 19947

A | was in private practice in Carl sbad,

Cal i forni a.
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Q As a dentist?
A Yes.
Q How | ong were you in private practice in

Carl sbad, California as a practicing dentist?
A Approximately thirteen years.
Q Thirteen years straight in Carlsbad as a private

practicing dentist?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Were you married to Adrienne back then?
A | was, yes.

Q So in 1994, based on your birth date, you were

probably around forty-one years old; is that correct?
A Appr oxi mat el y.

Q What nade you decide to stop practicing in the
private sector as a dentist and go to work for the
Departnment of Corrections in 19947

A | was depl oyed for close to a year.

Q You were depl oyed through the arny reserves?

A Yes.

Q Depl oyed where?

A To Tacoma, Washington to get soldiers ready for
deploying to front |ines.

Q In 1994 would that have been in Iraqg or the

m ddl e east?

A. Yes.
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Q VWat does that have to do with you deciding to

go to work for the Departnent of Corrections?

A Because | canme back and ny practice was in
shanbl es.

Q How so?

A. | had people running the office basically didn't

really care about it so it was really to the point that

| lost a ot of noney.

Q Ckay. How | ong were you depl oyed t hrough the
reserves in Tacoma, Washington in 1994 when your private
practice went downhill in your absence?

A Close to a year

Q Because of your absence?

A Yes.

Q When did you cone back from depl oynent in

Tacoma, Washington back to California?

A | don't renenber the dates.

Q Vell, was it in 1994 or 1995?

A " m not sure.

Q O all the selections of career choices you

could have made after that to cl ose down your private
practice in Carlsbad and do sonething el se, what brought
you to | ooking into the Departnent of Corrections?

A | had a friend who I was an exam ner for the

dental board in California that said I was working wth
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di fferen
cane out

ne --

O

al Rob

> o » 0 O » O » O > O »

1994 or
Depart ne
A

Q

A
hospi t al
Q

A

t institutions with dental students because |
teaching. | opened this school and they asked
What school ?

Oral Roberts University.

Wen you say opened, what do you nean?

| hel ped open, help get it accredited.

You nmean the dental programat Oral Roberts?
Yes.

Oral Roberts was in Gkl ahoma or Utah?

Tul sa, Ol ahonma.

kay. So you hel ped open a dental program at
erts University?

Yes.

What year was that?

1998.

What does that have to do with you ultimately in

1995 deciding to go work for the California

nt of Corrections?
[t didn't.
Ckay.

They cl osed because the Gty of Faith, the
, they tried to conbine prayer w th nedicine.
You nean at Oral Roberts?

Yes. And they sucked all the noney fromthe
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graduat e prograns.

Q But again, we were tal king about why in 1994 or
1995 when you cane back from depl oynent in Tacoma,

Washi ngton and saw that your private practice had gone
downhill so that you had to close it down, what |ed you
to going to -- of all the options you coul d have had,
going to the Departnent of Corrections in California?

A | was on the board exam ner's giving exam nation
in the state of California, and one of the people worked
for the Departnment of Corrections introduced nme to the

j ob.

Q kay. So when did you actually apply to becone
enpl oyed by the Departnent of Corrections?

A. Probably in 1993 or 1994, | assune.

Q And when you first hired they sent you to

| ronwood State Prison?

A Well, that's the one | applied to.

Q s that where you first went to, |ronwood?

A Yes.

Q Where is | ronwood?

A Bl yt he, California.

Q What was your first job description or job title
with the Departnent of Corrections?

A Chi ef denti st.

Q Did you nove there to Blythe?
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A Yes.
Q Were you married to Adrienne back then?
A M ght have been separat ed.
Q Ckay. But you left Carlsbad and you noved to

Blythe, California sone tine in 1994 to work at |ronwood
State Prison as a chief dentist?

A Yes.

Q And back then was the chief dentist nore of a
clinical job duty or nore adm nistrative?

A | did both.

Q How | ong were you at Ironwood State Prison as

the chief dentist before you transferred or left or were

pr onot ed?
A Four and a half years. Four to five years.
Q Who was your supervising manager during those

four and half or five years?

A Dr. John Stiles, St-i-l-e-s.

Q VWhat was Dr. Stiles' job title or job position
with the Departnment of Corrections when he was your

managi ng supervi sor?

A He was the chief nedical officer health care

manager .

Q And that was at Ironwood State Prison?

A Yes.

Q At that tinme did they have a dental division or
Page 52
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dental departnent when you first went there in 1994 or
were you the one that opened it up?

| was the one that opened it up.

Do you know if Dr. Stiles is still around?

| just know he retired.

About when did he retire?

| have no i dea.

o » O >» O »

Did you stay the whole four and a half years
there at Ironwood State Prison as the chief dentist?

A No.

Q Where did | get the four and a half years fronf
A They noved ne back and forth paying for ny
travel to Sacramento back and forth because they were in
the m dst of grow ng.

Q Who is they?

A The Departnent of Corrections. At that tine
there were only sixteen or seventeen prisons. Now we
have thirty-four. They were growi ng so fast.

Q Besi des opening up the dental program or
departnent at |Ironwood State Prison they were al so
bringing you back to Sacranento in sone type of

adm ni strative capacity?

A To provide insight how to open the other prison.
Q For that four and a half years how many tines

did you go back and forth between Sacranento and
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| r onwood?
A. | don't renenber. Quite a bit.
Q When they woul d bring you to Sacranento, how

| ong woul d you usually stay there on average?

A A week.

Q But you still kept your position during that
four and a half years as the chief dentist for the
dental program at |ronwood?

A Yes.

Q Did you have any physical problens or injuries,
any kind of disability problens while you were the chief
dentist at Ironwood State Prison for that four and a
hal f years?

A No.

Q How about any ot her kind of personnel problens
while you were at Ironwood State Prison for that four
and a half years? D d you have any problens with your
supervi sors where they were taking adverse actions

agai nst you? O were you having any problens wth any
of your people that you supervised where you were taking

adverse actions against themduring that four and a half

years?
A No, not that | know of.

MR TAYLOR Ckay. You know what, we are at just
about noon here. | think this mght be a good tine to
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break because we're going to start getting into all the
enpl oynent stuff. And also the EEOC i nvestigations and
your transfer and all that. That's going to take a
| arge part of the whole deposition process. So | think
we shoul d probably just break here for now.

MR. COHEN:. Ckay.
BY MR TAYLOR

Q Is that okay with you Dr. Soohoo?
A Yes.
Q So what we're going to try to do is resunme this

within the next six weeks, if possible.

MR. COHEN:. Yes. You will have your secretary
contact ny secretary to set a convenient date.

Do you think because of the matters you say you
want to cover we mght need a full day?

MR. TAYLOR We might need at |east three or four
hours.

MR. COHEN. Okay. So that |ooks like a full day
real ly because you mght do a couple hours in the
nmorni ng and a couple hours in the afternoon.

MR. TAYLOR Yeah.

MR. COHEN. Ckay. So that m ght be a good thing.

MR. TAYLOR. We have agreed t hrough previous
conversation before we started the deposition regarding

the subject matter that we're here to discuss as far as
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the work history, the clains history, nedical history,
and the EECC matter that is ongoing, that this
deposition could not be done in one session, that we
woul d get as nmuch as we could today in a few hours and
t hen reconvene as soon as possible, maybe within the
next nonth to six weeks.

So we have agreed now, M. Cohen and Dr. Soohoo,
to suspend the deposition for now, go ahead and get a
vol ume one transcript prepared, and that our offices
w Il rmutually discuss rescheduling this deposition with
the eye towards getting it done within the next nonth to
Si X weeks.

The deposition transcript will at this tinme not
be sent to Dr. Soohoo because we're not finished with it
yet. We would rather have himread and sign it when
we're conpletely finished with all vol unes.

| s that agreed upon?

MR. COHEN. Yes. W're just going to do one
deposition transcript?

MR. TAYLOR For ny own reporting purposes
internally, | would Iike to have the transcript done, a
Volune 1 now. But that wll not be conpleted yet until
we' ve finished the whole deposition. So at that point
Is when we'll close the record and have himreview it

and sign it.
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MR. COHEN:. Well, maybe you just have her

conplete it as far as it goes, email it to you, and then

just hold it and don't do hard copies until everything
I's conpl ete.

MR. TAYLOR Correct. But we'll call it Vol une

THE WTNESS. Are we going to have two small er
sessi ons?

MR. TAYLOR Let's go off the record.

(Discussion held off the record.)

MR TAYLOR (Okay. So Phil has | ooked at his
cal endar and we have agreed to try to reconvene this
deposition and finish it on Friday, February 21st.

MR. COHEN:. Yeah. Let ne just check with Donna
as long as you're here to see if that works.

MR. TAYLOR kay.

(Deposition concluded at 12:06 p.m)
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )

)
COUNTY OF SAN DI EGO )

|, Sabine M Becker, a Certified Shorthand
Reporter, do hereby certify:

that prior to being exam ned, the witness in
t he foregoing proceedings was by nme duly sworn to
testify to the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth;

That sai d proceedi ngs were taken before ne at
the tinme and place therein set forth and were taken down
by me in shorthand and thereafter transcribed into
typewiting under ny direction and supervi sion;

| further certify that I am neither counsel
for, nor related to, any party to said proceedi ngs, nor
in any way interested in the outcone thereof.

In wi tness whereof, | have hereunto subscri bed
my nane.

Dat ed: February 14, 2020

Salscng M- B2 xRy

SABI NE M BECKER

CSR NO. 11347
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DECLARATI ON UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY
Case Nane: Soohoo vs. State of California
Dat e of Deposition: 01/31/2020
Job No.: 10063411

|, CGEORGE SOOHOO, hereby certify
under penalty of perjury under the |laws of the State of

that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed this day of

, 2020, at

Soohoo vs.
State of California

GEORGE SOOHOO

NOTARI ZATI ON (I f Required)
State of

County of

Subscribed and sworn to (or affirnmed) before ne on

by : proved to me on the

basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person
who appeared before ne.

Si gnat ur e: (Seal)
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DEPGSI TI ON ERRATA SHEET

Case Nane: Soohoo vs.
Nane of Wt ness:
Dat e of Deposition:

Job No.: 10063411

Reason Codes:

State of California
Geor ge Soohoo
01/ 31/ 2020

1. To clarify the record.
2. To conformto the facts.
3. To correct transcription errors.

_____ Line _ Reason
to
_____ Line _ Reason
to
_____ Line _~ Reason __
to
_____ Line _ Reason __
to
_____ Line  Reason __
to
_____ Line _~ Reason __
to
_____ Line _ Reason
to
_____ Line _ Reason
to
_____ Line _ Reason
to
_____ Line _~ Reason
to
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DEPCOSI TI ON ERRATA SHEET
_____ Line _ ~~ Reason ___
to
_____ Line _~~ Reason __
to
_____ Line _ ~~ Reason
to
_____ Line _ ~ Reason ___
to
_____ Line _ ~ Reason ___
to
_____ Line _~~ Reason __
to
_____ Line _ Reason
to
_____ Line _ ~ Reason ___
to
_____ Line _ ~ Reason ___
to
_____ Line _ Reason
to
_ Subject to the above changes, | certify that the
transcript is true and correct
~__ No changes have been nmde. | certify that the
transcript 1is true and correct.
GEORGE SOOHOO
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